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MAN’S BEST FRIEND
Police K-9 unit brings campus safety
STEPHANIE VILLAVICENCIO
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com
Ileana Varela said she 
grew up around doctors 
and medicine.
Instead of following 
her father’s steps to be a 
doctor, Varela took on the 
journalism field. 
She worked as an 
anchor for broadcasting 
network, Univision and 
South Florida’s CBS 4 
News, which led to Emmy 
awards and a Reporter 
of the Year award by the 
Miami-Dade Public Health 
Department. 
“I was a radio and 
television journalist for 
nearly 30 years,” said 
Varela, associate director 
for marketing and public 
relations at the Herbert 
Wertheim College of 
Medicine. 
Now she hosts “A 
Tu Salud,” a radio show 
dedicated to sharing 
information in the field 
of medicine with the 
collaboration of Univision. 
“A Tu Salud,” which 
translates to, “to your 
health,” is aired Sunday 
mornings at 10 a.m. on 
Univision America Miami, 
1140 AM station. It is a 
Spanish language radio 
show and it mainly aims to 
South Florida’s Hispanic 
community. 
“I am very comfortable 
discussing health topics 
and feel right at home in 
front of a microphone,” 
Varela said.
“As South Florida’s 
first public medical school, 
we feel that our mission is 
not just to educate medical 
students, but our entire 
community. Our partners 
at Univision Radio gave 
us a perfect opportunity 
to help educate and make 
an impact outside our 
campus,” she said.
Varela invites 
University doctors and 
other medical officials 
to speak about the 
community’s current health 
concerns and developments 
in the field with the goal of 
“educating, informing, and 
making our community 
healthier.”
Even if students cannot 
personally relate to a 
topic, they can still take 
something away from the 
show, said Varela.
SOPHIE HERBUT 
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com
They wake up together at 7 
am, eat breakfast, go for a walk 
and it’s off to work.
Officer Zuny Servello and 
Samantha, a 2-year-old German 
Shepherd, adopted this strict 
routine in January when they 
joined the University’s K-9 unit 
police program. 
Servello and Samantha, also 
called Sam, train together with 
Officer Roberto Leal and Robi, 
the first K-9 unit dog. Robi is 
a 7-year-old German Shepherd 
and is said to be best friends 
with Sam. 
Both dogs are trained to 
detect bombs at major events 
like commencements and high 
school graduations where there 
are dense crowds or a high 
security risk. They were present 
at the Wertheim Performing Arts 
Center where Hillary Clinton 
made a campaign stop July 31.   
Officers will analyze a 
package for signs of explosives 
and check security cameras 
before Sam and Robi are on 
scene. 
“They clear the buildings 
of any bomb threat, [which 
then] allows the buildings to 
be used without concern,” said 
Alexander Casas, chief of the 
University police department. 
If anything is detected, Sam is 
trained to passive alert and sits 
or lies down as opposed to an 
aggressive alert where the dog 
will scratch or bark.
Sam is the first step in the 
expansion of the K-9 unit. Casas 
said they help shorten the amount 
of time it takes to get outside 
help from law enforcement 
agencies and to save money.
“...in the pre-planned events 
such as commencements and 
football games. The savings 
are significant as the outside 
agency expenses can tally in the 
thousands of dollars per event,” 
Casas said.
Sam requires discipline 
and a carefully planned diet to 
complete her tasks. She was 
bought in by Mexico from a man 
who breeds dogs for police work. 
She was also certified by the 
International Forensic Research, 
an academic research institute 
at the University that provides 
scientific expertise to law 
enforcement.
A meticulous schedule still 
leaves room for play and has 
established a bond between Sam 
and Servello. 
Servello said that when she 
feels anxiety, Sam manages to 
open the door of her car cage and 
jump into the front seat to make 
sure she is all right. 
“For a new trainer, she does a 
really great job,” said Leal. “She 
impresses me everyday.”
To keep their senses sharp, 
Robi and Sam look for explosive 
substances as a daily exercise 
routine and are kept motivated 
by changing their treats. “When 
we’re at home, it’s work. When 
we’re [at work], it’s playtime,” 
said Servello. 
Servello said Sam is sensitive 
and receptive to different 
environments. Everything from 
the type of floor to temperatures 
can affect her behavior. 
Sam also has two different 
collars that help her distinguish 
between training and playtime. 
“Just because you’re not 
teaching, doesn’t mean the dog 
is not learning,” said Leal. If the 
dogs see a different behavior and 
response to a common situation, 
they might tie that into their 
routine and disrupt their training.
The officers’ biggest concern 
for Sam is her inexperience. 
Robi is calm and mature 
because of his age and 
experiences. Sam is younger and 
energetic, always ready to play.
“There are numerous things 
she hasn’t been exposed to that 
she will be,” Servello said.
Additional reporting by 
Camila Fernandez/News Director
Krono Lescano/The Beacon
Officer Zuny Servello and Samantha, a 2-year-old German Shepherd work together for FIU’s K-9 
unit police program, which they joined in January 2015. 
Radio health show 
educates South Florida
No charges to former 
UCF student in rape case
GABRIELLE RUSSON
TNS Staff
A former University 
of Central Florida student 
will not be charged with a 
crime after he was accused 
of raping a student he met 
at a Sigma Nu fraternity 
party.
The same man was 
videotaped months later 
chanting, “Let’s rape some 
b ... “ at the Sigma Nu 
house, a video of which 
went viral.
The state attorney’s 
office said Tuesday that 
there is insufficient 
evidence to make a sexual-
assault case against the 
man and that alcohol 
clouded memories and 
made it impossible to 
prosecute.
“Unfortunately, when 
alcohol is present, it is very 
difficult to have everyone 
remember the facts,” said 
spokeswoman Angela 
Starke of the Orange-
Osceola state attorney’s 
office.
In an interview, the 
woman said she was angry 
about the state attorney’s 
decision not to prosecute.
“I feel like I’m not 
being heard,” said the 
woman, now 19, who is 
not being identified by the 
Orlando Sentinel because 
of the nature of the case.
A University of Central 
Florida police report said 
the alleged sexual battery 
occurred the evening of 
Oct. 2 at the off-campus 
Sigma Nu house and the 
morning of Oct. 3 at a 
dorm room.
On Tuesday, the state 
attorney’s office released 
more details. The man 
and the woman, who had 
both been drinking, “make 
out and touch each other” 
at the fraternity party, 
according to the state 
attorney’s office report.
The man drove the 
woman, her roommate and 
another fraternity member 
back to campus. The man 
said he and the woman 
had sex in her dorm room. 
The report does not say 
whether the man called it 
consensual.
The woman later talked 
to the man and other 
witnesses to piece together 
what happened, the report 
said.
SEE RADIO, PAGE 2 SEE CHARGES, PAGE 2
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NATION & WORLD 
BRIEFS
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
A Florida A&M University band member who played a role in the 
hazing death of a fellow student in 2011 was sentenced Friday to four 
years in prison. Caleb Jackson pleaded no contest to manslaughter and 
felony hazing in 2013 for his role in the death of drum major Robert 
Champion in Orlando. Jackson faced as much as 35 years in prison.
Fifteen former FAMU band members were charged in Champion’s 
death.
President Barack Obama’s enlistment of sufficient support in 
Congress to push forward the nuclear deal with Iran has dealt a final 
blow to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s campaign in 
Washington against the accord.Yet the prime minister is giving no 
sign that he is about to change course or halt his public criticism 
of the accord, which sets curbs on Iran’s nuclear program but that 
Netanyahu warns still would allow Iran to retain the means to build 
a nuclear bomb.
Caleb Jackson pleaded no contest to manslaughter 
and felony hazing
Netanyahu vows to continue fight against Iran nuclear deal
German Chancellor Angela Merkel opened her traditional summer 
neMomentum is growing to lift the 40-year ban on exporting U.S. 
oil to foreign nations, with a federal report concluding that doing 
so wouldn’t raise gasoline prices. Congress could vote on proposals 
when it returns from its summer vacation next week. Rep. Joe Barton, 
R-Texas, said he has “green lights” from the House Republican 
leadership, and is confident the House will pass a bill on ending the 
ban this fall. 
Congress may act to end ban on U.S. oil exports
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Miami educated by 
radio health show
Not enough evidence 
to charge former UCF 
student in rape case
“A healthy college student 
may not personally relate to a 
topic, but certainly it could be 
something that could affect 
someone in their family.” 
John Rock, dean of 
the College of Medicine, 
believes that the show will 
be a great opportunity for the 
University.
“As South Florida’s first 
public medical school, we feel 
that our mission is not just to 
educate medical students, but 
our entire community,” said 
Rock in the college website.
“Our partners at Univision 
are giving us a perfect 
opportunity to help educate 
and make an impact outside 
our campus,” Rock said. 
Raina Walker, a 
sophomore public relations 
major, said it is beneficial for 
FIU students to tune in to the 
show.
“I think it’s great for 
the development of FIU’s 
med program because it 
allows students to gain more 
exposure to the field,” said 
Walker. 
Jessica Herrera agrees that 
the show will be a great way 
for students to discuss about 
the medical field.
“I’m assuming it’s a 
beneficial thing because 
it’s a good way for FIU to 
interact with the community 
and discuss important health 
topics,” said Herrera, a junior 
nursing major.
Leah Schwartz, a junior 
biology major, said she would 
not be able to relate to the 
program since she does not 
speak Spanish, but she can 
see how the show benefits the 
community.
“I don’t speak Spanish so 
I can’t utilize that channel of 
information,” said Schwartz.
“It’s still a great 
opportunity for the Spanish 
community to learn more 
about the medical practice 
and how to better take care of 
themselves,” Schwartz said. 
CORRECTIONS
In the July 29, 2015 issue of The Beacon, the article “Upcoming student health 
model from merger includes more outgoing referrals” contained the following errors.
Students enrolled in fully online programs are exempt from paying the health fee.
Population health is not a survey but an approach to collect knowledge about a 
specific population, and how varying factors influence health and health outcomes.
Also in the July 29 issue the article, “If plan has no changes, health services will 
be referred out” incorrectly states that the Faculty Group Practice is on the first floor 
of Parking Garage 5 at the Modesto Maidique Campus. The FGP moved to the 
Ambulatory Care Center in May.
The Beacon will gladly change any errors. Call our MMC office at 305-348-2709 
or BBC at 305-919-4722.
RADIO, PAGE 1
Afterward, the man and 
alleged victim saw each 
other and texted, the report 
said, without providing 
further details.
In January, the woman 
saw him at a bar and 
punched him three or 
four times in the face. 
In February, the woman 
reported a sexual assault to 
police.
On Tuesday, the woman 
declined to talk about 
what happened that night. 
But she explained why 
she waited four months to 
report it, saying she “hit a 
low point” during winter 
break and decided not to 
be silent any longer.
“This past year has 
totally changed me as a 
person,” she said, adding 
that she was in her first 
semester of school when 
the incident happened. 
“I’m not the same person 
as I was before this.”She 
doesn’t trust men, she said, 
and her grades suffered, an 
issue because she wants to 
go to medical school.
“I’m trying to make a 
comeback,” she said. “I’m 
trying to not let this impact 
me as much as it did in the 
past.”
The man did not 
graduate and is no longer 
in school, UCF officials 
said.
Last month, a university 
discipline panel, in a 
separate case, ruled Sigma 
Nu should not be held 
responsible for his “rape” 
rantings, which he made 
after coming home from 
a bar months after the 
encounter with the woman. 
The panel pointed out the 
other Sigma Nu members 
tried to calm him down.
At Florida campuses, 
rape allegations rarely 
result in prosecutions. A 
Sentinel investigation last 
year found 16 rape cases 
were reported in two years 
at UCF, but only four cases 
led to arrest. No one was 
convicted.
“A lot of the cases, 
alcohol is involved. That’s 
one of the big issues. 
Most of the time, it’s an 
acquaintance, it’s some 
type of party, so it doesn’t 
fall into that, what you 
see in some jurisdictions, 
where it’s a stranger 
attack,” UCF Police Chief 
Richard Beary told the 
Sentinel at the time.
CHARGES, PAGE 1
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Opinion Director
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The opinions presented within this page do not represent the views 
of The Beacon Editorial Board. These views are separate from editori-
als and reflect individual perspectives of contributing writers and/or 
members of the University community. 
Editorials are the unified voice of the editorial board, which is composed 
of the editor in chief, management, and the editors of each of the five 
sections. The Beacon welcomes any letters regarding or in response to its 
editorials. Send them to opinion@fiusm.com.
SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Have  something on your mind? Send your thoughts (400 words maximum) 
to opinion@fiusm.com or drop by our offices at either GC 210 or WUC 124.  
With your letter, be sure to include your name, major, year, and copy of your 
student ID. The Beacon will only run one letter a month from any individual.
DISCLAIMER EDITORIAL POLICY
With the implementation of 
virtual parking management by the 
university, FIU is making parking 
garages more efficient - but they’re 
also eliminating a huge marketing 
opportunity.
FIU parking decals decorate - for 
better or worse - thousands of cars 
in South Florida. Every decal is a 
conversation piece, a clear indicator 
that the owner of the vehicle is, or 
was, an FIU student.
FIU pride, as this editorial board 
has written before, is often lacking. 
Few people can be seen sporting 
merchandise with the university logo, 
while many show support for other 
universities across the country. The 
FIU parking decal, though, requires 
at least some representation for those 
who park on campus.
The new system removes the 
need for the decals, thereby removing 
them from the cars.
With a mandatory $90.55 Trans-
portation Access Fee for all students 
enrolled, FIU generates revenue for 
parking and transportation upkeep 
while arguably saving money on 
advertising. This editorial board 
believes that, although it might be 
less of a hassle to deal with cars virtu-
ally, getting rid of the stickers ignores 
their secondary marketing function.
Nearly every university in the 
country using parking decals in 
similar ways which subtly advertise 
the school, one must wonder what 
would lead FIU to deviate from the 
norm.
When considering costs, the 
money saved by no longer printing 
stickers probably doesn’t justify the 
cut to advertising.
Plus, with “I am MDC” plastered 
on so many other cars, the depopula-
tion of FIU stickers leaves a notice-
able gap in FIU’s presence in the 
surrounding community.
Perhaps this is another move by 
administration to put FIU ahead of 
the curve, but it seems they might be 
overcomplicating the wrong aspects 
of the university’s parking issue.
Virtual decals cut 
University presence 
Obama’s new eco-friendly plan
BRYAN PALACIO 
Staff Writer
bryan.palacio@fiusm.com
The world is on the brink 
of a new normal. Prior to 
the past two centuries, the 
concentration of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere had 
never surpassed 280 parts per 
million. Current levels are at 
390 ppm which is higher than 
ever recorded or estimated in 
the past 650,000 years. We 
have also seen new highs 
in the amount of methane 
and nitrous oxide which are 
also greenhouse gases. As a 
result, we have record-high 
temperatures, volatile weather 
and irregular climate patterns 
all around the world. 
We’ve set a new high in the 
average global temperature, 
with 14 out of 15 of the 
hottest years having happened 
in as much time. Glaciers 
are melting, ice caps are 
decreasing and mountain tops 
are increasingly experiencing 
less precipitation. We 
are also experiencing 
rising sea levels, ocean 
acidification, drought and 
warmer ocean temperatures. 
Homogenization amongst 
species is becoming more and 
more frequent as animals start 
to overlap habitat boundaries 
and look for better ways to 
adapt. 
As part of his legacy, 
President Barack Obama has 
made it a focal point to make 
the U.S. a leader in rectifying 
climate change both with 
science and policy. His most 
recent announcement was the 
Clean Power Plan which, in 
accordance with the EPA, sets 
more strict regulations on the 
emissions from power plants. 
Under the plan, each state will 
have to come up with their 
own strategy on how to lower 
their emissions while still 
providing their residents with 
the power they need. 
As states work to 
meet their targets, power 
companies have set goals on 
energy efficiency, renewable 
energy and creating more 
green jobs. By 2030, carbon 
pollution from power plants 
will be reduced by 32 percent 
compared to a decade ago, 
keeping 870 million tons of 
carbon pollution out of our 
atmosphere.  
The U.S. is the second 
largest consumer of energy 
and producer of carbon 
dioxide in the world, behind 
only China. We are the 
number-one consumer of 
petroleum and the second 
largest consumer of coal, 
the largest contributor to 
electricity in the world 
because it’s easy to find and 
is cheap and efficient to burn. 
But coal is also one of the 
largest emitters of greenhouse 
gases, and when you consider 
the booming population of 
China - a country creating an 
average of one new coal plant 
a week - and India, you start to 
understand why it’s important 
for the U.S. to start playing 
a bigger role when it comes 
to renewable energy and 
clean technology. China and 
India both have much higher 
populations than the U.S. per 
capita, but the U.S. has the 
highest carbon footprint in the 
world. 
Skepticism abounds with 
the new plan, especially from 
the right. Republicans have 
already vowed to undo many 
of Obama’s orders, including 
this new one. Critics say that 
the plan will raise prices and 
taxes, decrease production 
and stifle the economy. Then 
again, they say that about 
everything Obama wants to 
do.
Personally, I think it’s 
great. The U.S. is far behind 
many other world leaders 
like France, which gets the 
majority of the energy from 
nuclear, and Germany, who 
leads the world in amount of 
solar panels. The U.S. was 
one of the few countries not 
to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, 
a U.N. convention on climate 
change aimed to lower 
greenhouse gas emissions 
back in 1992, and it’s been 
a blemish on the country 
ever since. President Obama 
has worked hard to improve 
not only how the U.S. is 
perceived, but also how it 
performs. 
Obama has passed 
initiatives on renewable 
energy, including his plan to 
help subsidize solar panels in 
lower-income neighborhoods, 
and he’s pushed on the front 
for natural gas which has 
led to a much lower demand 
on foreign oil (for better or 
worse). He vetoed the XL 
Pipeline which was heavily 
lobbied and was very adamant 
about climate change both 
last year at the U.N. Climate 
Change meeting in New York 
and again this year on Earth 
Day when he paid a visit to 
South Florida at Everglades 
National Park. He stressed 
vehemently how important 
the U.N. Climate Change 
conference to be held this year 
in Paris is. 
Obama has also been very 
active in creating public lands 
such as national parks and 
monuments, using his power 
of executive order. Although 
he has been scrutinized for 
things such as arctic drilling, 
it’s no doubt that he’s as 
eco-friendly as any other 
president we’ve had. But until 
the U.S. as a whole starts to 
implement policy and be a 
leader in the environment, it 
will all be just talk. 
With only one more year 
left on his term, it will be 
even more important to see 
what the next president does 
with the foundation Obama 
is desperately trying to leave 
behind.
NOW HIRING 
WRITERS
Apply at  GC 210, WUC 
124 or fiusm.com.
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Are driverless cars really safer?
MAYTINEE KRAMER
Staff Writer
maytinee.kramer@fiusm.com
Google is going above and 
beyond as a leader in efforts to create 
driverless cars. However, it’s run 
into one obvious, yet odd, problem: 
humans. Google’s autonomous test 
cars are programmed to abide by 
the rules of the road and though they 
take the most cautious approach, this 
can put them out of step with other 
vehicles. 
Just last month, one of Google’s 
self-driving cars approached a 
crosswalk and, as it was supposed 
to do, slowed down to allow a 
pedestrian to cross, prompting its 
“safety driver” to apply the brakes. 
The pedestrian safely crossed the 
road, but Google’s car wasn’t - a 
human-driven sedan hit it from 
behind. Another Google car test 
in 2009 could not get through a 
four-way stop because its sensors 
kept waiting for the other vehicles 
to come to a complete stop and let it 
go. The human drivers kept inching 
forward, looking for an advantage, 
causing Google’s robot to paralyze. 
This is one of the biggest 
challenges facing automated cars. 
As humans, we are taught to follow 
the rules of the road but reality 
shows that humans don’t actually 
behave by the book. 
“The real problem is that the car is 
too safe,” Donald Norman, director 
of the Design Lab at the University 
of California, San Diego says. “They 
have to learn to be aggressive in the 
right amount and the right amount 
depends on the culture.”
Every day the roads are filled 
with traffic wrecks and deaths, yet 
humans still remain aggressive 
and short-sighted on the road. It’s 
common to see drivers on their 
phone, eating, talking or being 
distracted in some way, causing them 
to lose track of their surroundings. 
Others fall asleep behind the wheel 
or want to race another car at high 
speed. 
Autonomous cars, unlike real 
drivers, don’t do any of these things.
Dmitri Dolgov, head of software 
for Google’s Self-Driving Car 
Project, said that one thing he’s 
learned from the project is that 
human drivers need to be “less 
idiotic.”
It seems as if humans and 
machines are an imperfect mix. 
Knowing this, Google is trying to 
smooth out the relationship between 
the car’s software and humans, 
programming it to be a little more 
aggressive. 
Though driverless cars may 
sound boring for those who like to 
drive, it doesn’t mean we can’t take a 
page out of Google’s book. The road 
is hazardous at all times, and drivers 
need to be safer and more aware. 
Rather than completely switching to 
driverless cars, maybe drivers should 
actually act as they are supposed 
to. Put down the phone, don’t rage 
and don’t speed. If humans could 
follow the road rules, then perhaps 
driving would be much safer and 
there would be fewer accidents and 
deaths. In today’s world, somebody 
always has to be liable, so we should 
be liable for ourselves first. 
Angel BAnegAs/The BeAcon
RUB IT IN WHY DON’T CHA?
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Jasmine RomeRo/The Beacon
Local band The State Of consists of Nabedi Osorio (left) and Steph Taylor (right), 
who helped found the Miami Girls Rock Camp. The campers, who were young 
girls of ages 8-17, performed on the main stage of Grand Central.
JASMINE ROMERO 
AND MARIA SOLEDAD 
LORENZINO
FIUSM STAFF
life@fiusm.com
Kris Alvarez remembers 
Grand Central as a surreal 
environment. The FIU 
alumnus and singer/
guitarist for local band 
Sigh Kicks performed at 
the downtown venue in 
March 2015. 
“The best part was 
the audience, they were 
electric and we felt that on 
stage,” said Alvarez. “That 
kind of venue created that 
environment.” 
But that surrealness will 
only be around for a few 
more weeks. 
Aramis Lorie, co-owner 
of Grand Central and 
co-founder of events 
promotion company 
Poplife announced in a 
statement Thursday, Sept. 
3, that the venue is closing 
permanently at the end of 
this month.
According to the 
statement, Grand Central 
is hosting one final show 
on Saturday, Sept. 26.
Poplife publicist 
Stephany Torres told the 
Sun Sentinel that the venue 
was sold to developers of 
Miami Worldcenter, a retail 
and residential project that 
will take up 10 blocks and 
cost developers about $1.7 
million. 
Will Call, Tobacco 
Road and Mekka, other 
venues in downtown, were 
also claimed by the Miami 
Worldcenter. 
Local musicians like 
Alvarez lament the news. 
“It’s an incredible 
venue. Now that this 
venue’s gone, we don’t 
have a venue like that 
anymore - the closest 
thing we have to that is 
Revolution [Live] in Fort 
Lauderdale,” said Alvarez. 
He believes this latest 
closure will cripple 
Miami’s already small 
local music scene. 
“Miami just seems to 
do everything they can to 
discourage local music. 
Maybe they’re not doing it 
directly or intentionally. I 
get the capitalism and the 
economics behind it, but 
I hate the fact that culture 
has to be circumvented in 
the name of economics.”
Kristan Patton, an 
international relations 
senior and bassist for 
Artisan Soul, recalls 
having played at Tobacco 
Road a week before it 
closed in October 2014, as 
well as Grand Central in 
January 2015.
“It was one of the few 
havens left in Miami that 
showed diversity,” said 
Patton. 
Grand Central hosted 
local performers like 
Boxwood, Krisp and 
Mitski as well as touring 
performers like Banks, 
Beach Fossils and Charli 
XCX. They performed on 
the first floor, the main 
stage, or the Garret Lounge 
on the second floor, known 
for its Peachfuzz events, 
djs and cocktails.
“The thing that always 
fascinated me about Grand 
Central was its remarkable 
sense of inclusivity,” 
said Robert Barrueco, a 
senior statistics major and 
musician. 
“Not only did it book 
artists from all types 
of genres from indie, 
electronic, rap, and even 
metal, but you always 
saw a really even mix of 
national touring acts and 
local groups sharing the 
stage, often on the same 
bill, giving those locals 
greater exposure than 
ever.”
Alvarez agrees that 
Grand Central and other 
closed venues provided 
exposure. 
“Grand Central gave 
bands incentives to come 
down here,” said Alvarez 
The experienced staff 
made things easier for the 
performers, he adds. 
“It’s really hard to be a 
musician down here. [The] 
people running Grand 
Central are, for the most 
part, musicians or have 
been musicians, so they 
understand that struggle 
and they work with the 
bands.”
Barrueco, who is a 
drummer for local band 
Korpsik, had aspired to 
perform on the main stage 
of Grand Central.
“I always hoped to one 
day play a show there with 
my band, but now that’s a 
total impossibility.”
PhoTo couRTesy of sigh KicKs
Kris Alvarez, FIU alum, (left) sings on the stage of Grand Central with his chill wave band Sigh Kicks on March 10.
JuneTTe Reyes/ The Beacon
Peter Hook & The Light, a Joy Division tribute band, performs on stage 
along with Arthur Baker on April 17.
Local bands remember Grand Central
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The Weeknd has 
gone from obscure 
Canadian singer 
to chart breaking 
iconic artist. 
“Beauty Behind 
The Madness”, his 
sophomore album, 
dropped on Aug. 28, 
2015 after months 
of great singles left 
listeners with high 
expectations.
The first half of 
the album featured 
the strongest 
picks, making the 
wait well worth 
it for hipsters 
who were waiting 
with pitchforks to 
destroy it.
“Often” and 
“King of The Fall”, 
sadly cut, were the 
two first songs to 
be dropped late last 
year, showcasing 
a great natural 
progression of 
The Weeknd’s 
dark ambient style 
of music. Then 
“Earned It” came 
out, sonically 
affecting the last 
half of the project 
and being the point 
where the quality 
noticeably took a 
dip.
Later tracks 
sound like generic 
pop singer music 
that hijacked the 
album to the point 
where listeners 
could guess the 
lyrics. There’s 
nothing blatantly 
bad about those 
records, the 
production and 
writing are fine, 
but they feel a bit 
uninspired.
Stadium music 
would describe the 
sounds coming out 
of the last half of the 
album with songs 
like “Angel”, which 
takes away from the 
more intimate songs 
from the start like 
“Tell Your Friends” 
where The Weeknd 
lets the listener 
in, talking about 
things like a cousin 
trying to take selfies 
with him at his 
grandma’s funeral .
Singles such 
as “The Hills” or 
“Can’t Feel My 
Face” are where 
the album shines 
as you get the best 
of both worlds with 
its horror inspired 
melodic vibe and 
the energetic ‘80s 
synth pop inspired 
track that’ll fill a 
dance floor quicker 
than a plate at 
thanksgiving.
The 2013 
“Kissland” LP 
featured mostly the 
same producers on 
every track making 
for a more cohesive 
project. But this 
caused a hate it or 
love it rift for the 
project, as if there 
were too many 
cooks and it ended 
up being disjointed.
“Behind The 
Madness” suffers 
from the Mary J. 
Blige syndrome 
where when she 
was in pain, her 
music soared with 
emotion, but when 
she got her life 
together the music 
never quite reached 
those heights.
Fans seem to 
want artists to shout 
their tragedies 
and whisper their 
success. The album 
is good, hitting its 
target more often 
than it misses. 
“Shameless” being 
a prime example 
of a cringe worthy 
miss where  The 
Weeknd made a 
pitch right through 
a neighbor’s 
window.
The Weeknd is 
self-aware about 
who he is and what 
his fans expect him 
to be. His lyrics in 
“Tell Your Friends” 
are a perfect 
example of this . 
Which brings up the 
question whether or 
not the ballads near 
the end were done 
as a his personal 
commentary that 
he’s more than what 
people perceive 
him to be.
This album tries 
to be a jack of 
all trades, master 
of none, leaving 
longtime fans 
feeling like it’s too 
mainstream. 
Regardless of 
hits and misses, 
The Weeknd always 
tries to go outside 
of his musical 
comfort zone to 
deliver something 
new.
The Weeknd takes 
listeners on a bumpy trip
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"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"®
8" SUB SANDWICHES
#1 PEPE®
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese,
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)
#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, 
lettuce & tomato.
#3 TOTALLY TUNA®
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks!)
#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
(The original) 
#5 VITO® 
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)
#6 THE VEGGIE
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only)
J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(My B.L.T. rocks)
#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Order it with hot peppers)
#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef, 
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)
#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 
#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my 
7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich 
is really yummy!)
#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
An American classic!
#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
#16 CLUB LULU®
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)
#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!)
All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way!
GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!
$5.50 $6.50
The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
roast beef, turkey & provolone, 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette.
THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
$8.50
Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.
ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we're not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better, that's all! I wanted to 
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she thinks, freaky fast 
is where it's at. I hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace!
JJ UNWICH®
Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread.
Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
SLIMS™
$4.50
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce
slim 1 Ham & cheese
slim 2 Roast beef
slim 3 Tuna salad
slim 4 Turkey breast
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
slim 6 Double provolone
Soda Pop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1.59/$1.79
Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie . . . . . . . .  $1.50
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle . . . .  $1.50
Extra load of meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1.50
Extra cheese or extra avocado spread  . . . . . . . . . .  $0.75
★
★
★
★
★
★ sides ★
freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber,
hot peppers, Dijon mustard, yellow mustard, 
oil & vinegar, oregano 
??
?
??
???
??
?
???
DELIVERY ORDERS will include a
delivery charge per item.
WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM
★ BOX LUNC
HES ★
★ PARTY PL
ATTERS ★
★ PARTY SU
BS ★
WE PREFE
R 24 HOU
R NOTICE
, 
BUT IF YO
U CALL, W
E’LL DO W
HAT 
WE CAN T
O MAKE I
T HAPPEN
!
MIAMI       10524 SW 8TH ST.       786.456.0627
‘BADLANDS’ makes 
Halsey a top Indie artist
COLUMNIST
NADINE  
RODRIGUEZ
S o l d 
o u t 
v e n u e s 
a n d 
a l b u m s 
l a n d i n g 
on the top 
ten charts 
s o u n d s 
like the work of a big time 
artist who has been around 
for years. Yet, Ashley 
Nicolette Frangipane, 
better known as Halsey, 
signed her first recording 
contract only a year ago.
Unlike other Indie 
artists who have taken 
years to accumulate 
their fame, Halsey has 
seemingly exploded to 
popularity overnight. Her 
first album, “Room 93”, 
was released on Oct. 27, 
2014. Almost instantly 
it climbed its way to the 
top ten on music charts, 
including US Heat. 
Images with quotes from 
songs such as “Hurricane” 
and “Is There Somewhere” 
have emerged on websites 
such as Tumblr, Facebook 
and even Instagram, 
undoubtedly displaying 
Halsey’s popularity 
with  an audience mainly 
composed of young women 
and men in their twenties.
Now, she has unveiled 
her latest album, 
“BADLANDS”.
“BADLANDS” was 
released on Aug. 28, and 
already has entered the 
Top Five of iTunes Overall 
Top Albums, and nabbed 
the no. 1 spot on the 
Alternative Albums Chart. 
Truly, the 11 track album is 
deserving of these honors.
With haunting songs 
such as “Colors” and 
“Ghost,” it’s nearly 
impossible to get Halsey’s 
sweet, soft voice out of 
your mind once you’ve 
listened to the soothing, 
yet incredibly emotional 
music. Some songs, like 
“New Americana”, are 
faster paced. In this song as 
well as “Roman Holiday”, 
Halsey refers to her actual 
musical influences which 
her parents introduced her 
to. 
The deluxe version of 
“BADLANDS” includes 
five extra tracks, such as 
“Strange Love,” in which 
Halsey is surprisingly 
more aggressive with her 
lyrics, and “Gasoline.”
“ B A D L A N D S ” 
definitely deserves the 
five stars it has earned 
on various websites, 
including iTunes. With 
a seamless combination 
of wistful instruments, 
simple yet impactful lyrics 
and an alluring voice, it’s 
difficult not to listen to 
“BADLANDS” straight 
through whenever a 
song plays on Spotify or 
Pandora. With similarities 
to Lorde’s metaphorical 
lyrics and Lana Del Rey’s 
subtle sexiness, Halsey 
will no doubt remain a top 
Indie artist for years to 
come.
As promotion for her 
new album, Halsey will 
launch her first headlining 
tour, titled “The Badlands 
Tour”, on Sept. 6, 2015 
and will stop by Orlando’s 
very own House of 
Blues on Oct. 17, 2015. 
 
nadine.rodriguez@fiusm.
com
Artist: Halsey 
 
Album:  
BADLANDS 
Rating: 5/5
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After months of offseason coverage and 
anticipation, FIU football was finally back in 
action on Thursday night.
It proved to be a historic day for the program 
as the Panthers opened the season with a 15-14 
upset of the University of Central Florida 
Knights in Orlando. The game was closely 
contested throughout and a blocked field goal 
by Imarjaye Albury sealed FIU’s first season-
opening victory since 2011.
FIU was listed as high as a 17-point 
underdog prior to kickoff, which makes their 
thrilling come-from-behind victory that much 
more impressive. Few people gave them 
much of a chance, but the Panthers took full 
advantage of this opportunity to shock the 
world in a nationally televised game.
The first half began on a high note for the 
Panthers as they forced a UCF three-and-out 
on the opening drive. FIU then drove the ball 
down the field and scored the first points of any 
FBS program in 2015 with a 28-yard field goal 
from Austin Taylor.
Just as it seemed that the Panthers may 
have a chance to extend their lead and continue 
building momentum, an Alex Gardner fumble 
in FIU territory gave UCF prime field position. 
Five plays later, Justin Holman connected with 
Jordan Akins for a nine-yard touchdown that 
gave UCF a 7-3 lead.
After another UCF touchdown and a 
blocked 50-yard Austin Taylor field goal 
at the end of the half, the Knights carried a 
comfortable 14-3 lead into halftime. They had 
all the momentum in the world and it looked 
like FIU was on their way to another season-
opening defeat; however, there’s a reason they 
play two halves in football.
FIU opened the second half with a 12 play, 
six-minute drive that ended with a seven-yard 
touchdown run by the aforementioned Gardner, 
cutting UCF’s lead to 14-9 (missed two point 
conversion). The sophomore halfback had 
149 all purpose yards in his first game since a 
season-ending shoulder injury midway through 
last year.
Momentum continued to shift in FIU’s 
favor later in the third quarter when they forced 
a UCF turnover on downs to stall a drive that 
got close to the FIU red zone. On the very next 
drive, Alex McGough and Ya’Keem Griner 
connected twice, once for 47 yards and once for 
a three-yard touchdown to give the Panthers a 
15-14 lead.
As the clock continued to wind down, FIU’s 
defense held strong. UCF had one last shot to 
take the lead at the end of the fourth quarter and 
a personal foul penalty by FIU brought the ball 
to the Panthers 23 yard line. 
The Knights ran a few more plays and a 
false start penalty set them up with a potential 
game winning field goal at the 30 yard line. As 
the ball was snapped, Imarjaye Albury timed 
his jump perfectly and swatted away the ball 
(and UCF’s chances to take down FIU).
Looking at who stood out for the victorious 
Panthers, there was noticeable improvement in 
the play of quarterback Alex McGough from a 
season ago. He started his sophomore campaign 
by having a career high 29 completions with 
260 yards, one TD and zero INT.
Other key players for the Panthers included 
Thomas Owens, who finished with the second 
most single game receptions in FIU history with 
11 and Treyvon Williams, who led the Panthers 
with 11 tackles and 1.5 tackles for loss.
FIU returns to the field for a second 
consecutive road game on Saturday, Sept. 12 
to take on the Indiana University Hoosiers. You 
can catch FIU at Ocean Bank Field on Saturday, 
Sept. 19 as they face the North Carolina Central 
Eagles in the home opener.
FOOTBALL
Opening night offset 
shocks Knights
DAVID DRUCKER
Staff Writer
david.drucker@fiusm.com
      
 The men’s soccer team 
(1-2-0) won their home opener 
against the Fairfield University 
Stags (0-1-2) on Thursday night. 
An equalizer from senior Daniel 
Gonzalez in the 78th minute and 
a go-ahead goal from junior Luis 
Betancur in the 82nd minute 
highlighted a night that saw the 
Panthers’ offense find new life.
“For us to come out and 
perform well and then to get the 
result is nice. We played two very 
difficult teams in UNC and Wake 
and we performed well, but were 
unlucky,” said Head Coach Scott 
Calabrese.
The Panthers were dominant 
on offense, producing 16 shots, 
eight shots on goal and six corner 
opportunities. Despite their 
opportunities in the first half, 
however, the men couldn’t beat 
Fairfield’s keeper Matt Turner 
in the first 45 minutes. FIU’s 
defense suffered what could be a 
major blow when junior Thibault 
Civalier exited the game after he 
injured his leg – his status going 
forward is questionable. At half-
time, the game was wide open 
at halftime with neither team 
holding an advantage.
“On the road we had some 
challenges playing against two of 
the top teams in the country, but 
we had to keep our heads up and 
bounce back. This was our home 
opener, you can’t lose at home,” 
said Betancur. 
Fairfield gained the advan-
tage in the 76th minute when 
Dominic Marshall launched 
a shot from the top of the box, 
finding a sweet spot between the 
top post and senior keeper Robin 
Spiegel’s glove. The FIU offense 
responded with an equalizer from 
Gonzalez, who was setup with a 
brilliant cross from freshman 
Steffen Böhm in the 78th minute. 
“Coming down is some-
thing that always fires me up to 
come back, especially when you 
see that clock ticking. Seeing 
everyone working hard just moti-
vated me,” said Gonzalez.
Perhaps the best play of the 
season so far, however, came on 
a beautiful setup from sophomore 
Brad Fountain and Jamar Campi-
on-Hinds that gave FIU the ball 
in the corner. Campion-Hinds 
dished a perfect cross directly to 
Betancur, his former American 
Heritage High School teammate, 
to knock in the winning goal in 
the 82nd minute.
“I got my opportunity to come 
in in the second half and I was 
searching for that goal. I had a 
couple headers before it, but then 
I just saw Jamar going down. I 
have history with him so I know 
how he crosses it - I knew I was 
at the right spot. He placed it 
right to my head and I knocked it 
in,” said Betancur.
FIU will have little time 
to celebrate their victory; the 
Panthers will travel to DeLand 
for a 7 p.m. matchup this Sunday 
against Stetson University in the 
Hatters’ home opener. 
“For us, we’re still getting 
our rhythm, especially going 
forward. In the final third, this is 
the hardest thing to do, scoring 
goals and creating chances. But 
it’s good to see that the things 
we were trying to get across in 
training are coming across in 
matches,” said Calabrese.
MEN’S SOCCER
Panthers offense impresses, downs Fairfield 2-1
DaviD Drucker/The Beacon
FIU Mens’ Soccer team lines up at midfield prior to the game against Fairfield. FIU marked their first win 
of the season with a score of 2-1 on Sep. 3, 2015
Setter Katie Friesen sets up Middle Blocker Katie Hogan to spike the ball during 
the match against University of South Florida on Aug. 30 at the U.S. Century 
Bank Arena.
Megan TaiT/The Beacon
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“Home is - home you 
know. Home is where I 
feel safe. In Italy I had a 
lot of help. Here I have my 
coaches, teammates and 
friends, yes, but not as much 
help as at home.” 
Leaving home can be 
difficult for some people. 
Sometimes leaving your 
loved ones is too much to 
bear. And other times when 
you don’t have the safety 
net of familiarity, things 
could get rough. Senior 
Charlotta Orlando came to 
Miami from Italy, leaving 
behind a culture, family and 
what she called home. 
Orlando is a tennis 
player here at FIU who was 
ranked as high as 1059 on 
the Women’s Tennis Asso-
ciation ranking, the ranking 
system used for the profes-
sional tour. She has taken 
home accolades like Second 
Team C-USA All-Confer-
ence Singles honoree in 
her sophomore campaign 
and was also named to the 
2013-14 C-USA Academic 
Honor Roll. 
She grew up in Trieste 
which is a city in north-
eastern Italy and it about 
30 minutes away from 
Slovenia and almost as close 
to Croatia as well. Her only 
exposure to America outside 
of movies and music was 
going to New York once, 10 
years ago. 
“Coming to FIU 
happened very randomly,” 
said Orlando. 
It was through junior 
Nina Nagode that Orlando 
learned about FIU. Nagode 
regularly played against 
Orlando in tournaments 
while they lived in Europe. 
“Nina was in contact 
with the FIU coach and she 
told him about me,” she 
said. 
Orlando didn’t even visit 
the university campus when 
she committed.
“I followed my feelings 
and I made the right choice,” 
said Orlando. “I like it a lot. 
It’s a center for diversity and 
a party city.  I like it.”
Now she is a fully accli-
mated “Miamian”, talking 
to me about how she likes 
Wynwood and how her 
maiden voyage to Wal-Mart 
was jarring. Orlando spoke 
of taking her visitors from 
Italy to the Everglades, 
Miami Beach and Bric-
kell. She told stories of her 
travels to different cities in 
the United States like Los 
Angeles and Milwaukee 
through smiles, laughs and 
lots of hand movements. 
It wasn’t always smiles 
and laughs for Orlando. 
Because of troubles trying 
to move to America she 
started her first semester 2 
weeks late.
“The first month was 
tragic,” she said. “There 
were some nights I did cry 
to my mom.”
Not only was there 
an emotional hurdle for 
Orlando, there was also a 
language barrier to get past.
“I didn’t speak much 
English when I came. In 
Italy we take classes for 
it, but it was still hard. I 
had a hard time with the 
language,” Orlando said.  “ 
I had a hard time in class, 
I wrote down all the words 
I didn’t know and put them 
on the wall. It would be 20 
words sometimes.”
There were even 
moments when she was 
spoken to and didn’t know 
how to answer. She would 
give generic “yes, yes” 
answers. 
Not only did Orlando 
have to adjust to American 
culture, she had to under-
stand her teammates who, 
this season, are all from a 
different country. There are 
eight different girls and each 
from a different part of the 
world.
“You have to be flexible. 
If you don’t understand, it 
can be controversial,” said 
Orlando. 
There are things that 
one doesn’t consider when 
communicating with people 
from other cultures; diction, 
how loud you speak and 
tone. 
“Sometimes when you 
talk to people from other 
countries you think they 
are speaking to you like 
you are nothing. But it’s 
only a problem of how their 
language is. I didn’t under-
stand at first that is just 
how they speak,” Orlando 
said. “It is great though, it 
makes you learn about other 
cultures.”
From nights crying to 
her mother and walls liter-
ally lined with vocabulary 
to doing an interview in 
a language she picked up 
only a few years ago, Char-
lotta Orlando has had a long 
journey. 
“It has helped me grow 
so much,” she said. 
Orlando spoke about the 
idea of home, and how it’s 
about where you feel safe. 
It’s about having a support 
system in place that you 
have a familiarity with.
“Nothing will be like 
Italy, but that’s fine,” 
Orlando said. “Home is 
- home.”
This statement sounds 
so simple, yet it rings true 
to her. As she is about to 
graduate with a bache-
lors in nutrition and take 
the next big step in her life 
such a simple idea provides 
comfort. 
Whenever she spoke 
of Italy her eyes lit up and 
looked so eager to talk 
about it. It was as if she was 
recalling beautiful memo-
ries of what made it home. 
Home is home after all. 
TENNIS
Moving from Italy for tennis Who makes 
the final 53 
Man Roster
PETER HOLLAND JR.
Contributing Writer 
sports@fiusm.com 
As the pre-season 
comes to an end, the Miami 
Dolphins have trimmed 
their roster down. Here are 
the final team members.
Quarterbacks   
Ryan Tannehill
Matt Moore
Josh Freeman
Runningbacks
Lamar Miller
Damien Williams
Jay Ajayi
LaMichael James
Wide Receivers
Jarvis Landry
Kenny Stills
Greg Jennings
DeVante Parker
Rishard Matthews
Matt Hazel 
Tight  End
Jordan Cameron
Dion Sims
Jake Stoneburner
Offensive Line
Left Tackle
Brendan Albert
Jason Fox
Left Guard
Dallas Thomas
Jeff Lickenbach
Center
Mike Pouncey
Right Guard
Jamil Douglas
Billy Turner
Right Tackle
Ju’Wuan James
Defensive Line
Defensive End
Cam Wake
Olivier Vernon
Derrick Shelby
Terrence Fede
Defensive Tackle
Ndamkong Suh
Earl Mitchell
Jordan Phillips
A.J. Francis
Linebackers
Jelani Jenkins
Koa Misi
Kelvin Shepherd
Chris McCain
Zach Vigil
Mike Hull
Spencer Paysinger
Defensive Back
Cornerback
Brett Grimes
Jamar Taylor
Brice McCain
Bobby McCain
Zack Bowman
Tony Lippett
Free Safety
Walt Aikens
Michael Thomas
Strong Safety
Reshad Jones
Cedric Thompson
Don Jones
Special Teams 
Kicker
Andrew Franks
Punter
Matt Darr
Long Snapper
John Denney
FOOTBALL
Panthers win homecoming game
FOOTBALL FRENZY
PETER HOLLAND 
JR.
Nothing feels 
greater than waking 
up knowing that 
your team is 1-0. 
Thursday night the 
Panthers football 
team got their first 
victory on opening 
night against UCF 
with the final score 
of 15-14. The game came down to 
to UCF’s kicker to nail a 47 yard 
field goal with 32 seconds left in 
the fourth quarter. The field goal 
failed when senior defensive tackle 
Darrian Dyson tipped off the ball. 
This is the Panthers first win on 
FCC opening day since 2011 when 
they defeated North Texas. They 
finished the season 8-5 overall. It 
was quite intriguing how the team 
played with a 17 point deficit prior 
to the game. 
The Panthers brought in 
maturity, veteran presence, and 
aggressiveness  throughout the 
whole game. Even when the Panthers 
were trailing 14-3 at the half, they 
didn’t panic or give up on big 
plays. Here are my main takeaways 
from Thursday night’s game: 
 
 
 
Alex Gardner put up 
Productive Numbers 
After an electrifying freshman 
year, Gardner proved to be an 
every down back with plenty of 
versatility. He finished the game 
with 150 total yards and one 
touchdown. Gardner looked like 
an every down back running down 
hill and breaking tackles. Gardner, 
known for his elusiveness, showed 
his physicality and aggressiveness. 
Even though he fumbled earlier in 
the first quarter, Gardner redeemed 
himself with an 18 yard run, and 
then scored on the next drive. 
Thomas Owens and Yakeem 
Griner, the Unsung Hero 
We were dying to find out who 
was going to be the number one 
target for Alex McGough not named 
Jonnu Smith. T.O. finished game 
one catch shy of breaking T.Y. 
Hilton’s record for most catches in 
one game, which is 12. Owens had 
11 catches for 70 yards. Most of his 
yards came after contact. Yakeem 
Griner, the backup tight end made 
some key catches when the Panthers 
needed them the most. 
Griner had four catches for 55 
yards and one touchdown. The 
touchdown came when McGough 
threw a TD pass that was intended 
for Thomas Owens, but was tipped 
in the air and caught by Griner. 
 
Defense Shut Down UCF’s Young 
Offense
Of course, the defense is the 
strength of the team. Despite giving 
up 14 points in the first half, the 
Panthers completely shut out the 
Golden Knights in the second half. 
Three Key players had double digit 
tackles. The leading tacklers came 
from cornerback Richard Leonard, 
and two linebackers Anthony 
Wint and Treyvon Williams. Both 
Williams and Wint came out with 
a smash mouth attitude by filling 
gaps and stopping the run. UCF’s 
running game only managed to gain 
46 rushing yards total.
The Panthers, now 1-0, will try to 
keep the momentum going as they 
will prepare to face another away 
game against the Indiana Hoosiers. 
The game will be on Saturday, Sept. 
5 at 8 p.m. Our first home game is 
on September 19th against North 
Carolina Central. If the Panther 
start their season 2-0, we’ll see how 
many fans show up to their games.
sports@fiusm.com
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Disturbance at WUC: Students feared for life
YOEVELYN RODRIGUEZ 
Contributing Writer
bbc@fiusm.com
      
The Chaplin School of Hospitality and 
Tourism Management will be holding a hospi-
tality career week. 
During the four-day event, brought by the 
University’s Career Services, students will get 
a professional picture taken for their LinkedIn 
accounts, along with instructions on creating 
professional profiles and portfolios.  
“Hospitality is the largest industry in 
Florida,” said Shivani Joshi, director of career 
services. “And our program is one of the first 
programs the University created.”
A panel of recent graduates of the school 
will be answering questions from current 
students about careers in the hospitality 
industry. 
There will also be a speed-mentoring event, 
during which students will be able to network 
and get advice from industry professionals.  
Joshi sees the hospitality career fair as an 
opportunity for students to start working on 
their professional branding at the beginning 
of their academic journey.
“The objective of the event is to prepare 
[students] with a LinkedIn account and a 
resume,” she said.  “For our panel component, 
we have invited students who have graduated 
within the last five years and who are working 
in different parts of the hospitality industry.”
By bringing younger graduates to speak to 
current students, Joshi expects that students 
will be able to better relate to the speakers -- 
making it easier to network and have a more 
comfortable exchange among participants.
Although the University hosts a career 
fair every year, Joshi says that a career event 
geared toward hospitality students is very 
important because all branches of hospitality 
are represented in the city of Miami.
“Our advantages as a hospitality program 
are our alumni and our industry ties,” she 
said.  “We really have a global reach, espe-
cially because every piece of hospitality is 
represented here.” 
According to Joshi, the school has cruise 
lines, parks, all-inclusive resorts and real 
estate connections, which will “give students 
access to employers from all the different 
branches”.
“Students come to the program thinking 
that hospitality is just hotels and restaurants,” 
Joshi said. “But it’s also banking, food and 
beverage innovation and more. Students will 
learn about the diversity of the industry and 
the complexities of working in hospitality.”
Lara Baamani and Kimberly Baran are 
both hospitality majors looking forward to 
participating in the event.
Baran, junior at the University, thinks that 
the number of students who take advantage of 
events like this is small.
“I feel they overlook these opportunities, 
when in reality just being here could open a 
door for you,” she said. “I came to the career 
office to get help with my resume 
and I was offered a job by the 
office that same day. If I had never 
taken that upon myself, I would 
have never had that opportunity.”
Baamani, sophomore at the 
University, expects that going to 
the hospitality fair will give her a 
set of tools she will be able to use 
for her professional development.
“They are going to teach me 
how to leverage my LinkedIn 
professionally and I will get my 
picture taken for my profile,” 
said Baamani. “I will be able to 
see what the different employers 
have to offer and I will be able to 
network with them.”
The career fair will start on 
Monday, Sept. 14 at 1 p.m. at the 
Carnival Student Center in the 
Biscayne Bay Campus.
School of Hospitality 
to hold Career Fair
ALEXANDRA MOSQUERA 
AND CAMILA FERNANDEZ
FIUSM Staff
bbc@fiusm.com
      
It was a scary night at the 
Biscayne Bay Campus when 
a student said he had a firearm 
Wednesday, Sept. 2. 
The University police 
received a call around 9 p.m. 
when a male student had a 
disturbance with someone 
inside the Wolfe Univer-
sity Center game room on the 
second floor. 
The student was irritated 
asking, “where his property 
was,” and threw a table across 
the room, according to FIUPD. 
Before he left, he said he would 
return, “with a strap.” In other 
words, a firearm.
Police arrived to the scene 
to receive a report. They asked 
everyone to leave the room as a 
precautionary measure and the 
police locked the game room 
doors. 
Later in the evening, the 
student came back and started 
pounding on the doors calling 
to get in. Police were called 
again, but the student was gone 
when they arrived.
To continue to patrol the 
area, a decision was made to 
stay and contact University 
police investigators. Professors 
and students were escorted to 
their vehicles due to the nature 
of the incident and the potential 
safety threat.
Police say there was no gun 
involved.
Investigators identified 
the student, contacted Miami-
Dade police and went to the 
student’s home. The student 
was found at the house where 
they found an open ex parte 
order directing law enforce-
ment to take him into custody 
for psychiatric evaluation.
There were no further 
incidents. 
“The student in question 
is getting the help he needs 
and he is no longer part of the 
FIU community,” said Eric 
Arneson, assistant vice presi-
dent for student affairs. 
Arneson said the event is 
a good reminder that faculty, 
staff and students should be on 
the lookout to report anything 
unusual to the police.
“Fortunately, this was an 
episode and not a situation that 
turned into something worse,” 
Arneson said.
Ireysis Ramos said she had 
no sense of direction when a 
person from facilities manage-
ment told her to close the entire 
gym immediately. 
“I just finished my shift at 
9 p.m. He didn’t tell us where 
to go. He only said to ‘be 
safe,’” said Ramos, a senior 
psychology major. “When he 
said that, I felt I needed to hide 
right away.” 
Management made sure 
the doors were locked from the 
outside so nobody else would 
come in, said Ramos.
“It was a nerve wrecking 
experience.” 
She said she saw other 
students confused walking 
around outside by the bus stop 
and the Hubert Library.
“We get a message, an 
e-mail and a phone call when 
there is a guy grabbing some-
one’s butt, but nobody gets 
informed about a situation like 
this?” said Ramos in reference 
to a suspect at the Modesto A. 
Maidique Campus who is still 
being searched for after grab-
bing the behinds of women.
“I wish that not only faculty 
or staff would have  protocols, 
but also students. That way, we 
would know exactly what to 
do,” said Ramos.
FIUPD wishes to remind 
the University commu-
nity that they are open 24/7 
and ask anyone who sees 
anything suspicious to call 
them at 305-348-2626 or 
305-348-5911. 
ERIKA SEMPRUN 
Contributing Writer
bbc@fiusm.com
      
With Fall season quickly 
approaching, Rugby team captain 
and president, Mateo Velazquez, 
leads his team at practice in the 
scorching Miami heat in order to 
prepare for the tough seasons ahead. 
Velazquez (Junior), who’s pursuing 
an electrical engineering degree at 
Florida International University, is 
extremely excited to play alongside 
his teammates in hopes of continuing 
the success the team experienced 
this past summer when the Panthers 
played with men’s club in 7s.
Captain Velazquez has been 
following his father’s footsteps 
since he began playing rugby for 
Southwest Miami High School. His 
father, Carlos Velazquez, also played 
rugby in their homeland of Uruguay. 
The rugby team captain admits to 
looking up to his father for guid-
ance on and off the field. Over time, 
he has begun to feel the drive of a 
leader. “It’s the nature of the sport. 
When you’re out there on the field 
it’s hard not to,” said Velazquez.
Since this past summer, the team 
is a lot more focused and driven 
towards winning and playing at a 
competitive level. “Playing with 
men’s club this summer helped us 
improve a lot. Our improvement is 
definitely beginning to show now,” 
said Velazquez.
In order to create a stronger 
bond among teammates, Coach 
Ron Suarez decided to create lead-
ership roles in order to help the 
team communicate on and off the 
field. Teammates were able to vote 
for team captain, backs’ captain, 
and forwards’ captain. “Taking this 
leadership role as team captain has 
given me a better sense of confi-
dence to take up more challenges,” 
said Velazquez. “We make sure the 
team is able to communicate and has 
no problems on the field or off the 
field, in school and even life. We’re 
able to help with whatever it is the 
student or player needs,” said Jose 
Laphitzondo, backs’ captain.
Laphitzondo, who’s currently 
completing his last semester and 
earning a degree in finance and 
international business, not only 
plays Rugby for FIU, but has also 
showed much talent on the field 
as a punter for the football team. 
However, backs’ captain confesses 
that his love for rugby began long 
before he picked up a ball for the 
Panthers.
Laphitzondo and his family, who 
immigrated to the U.S. five years 
ago, created a bond through rugby 
in their native country of Argentina. 
Fortunately, Laphitzondo confesses 
that he’s found a new family and 
home at FIU. “We share camara-
derie, this team is like a brother-
hood,” he said. The backs’ captain 
not only holds this level of respect 
for his team but also for the game. 
“Rugby transmits values of friend-
ship and respect for every player, 
even the opposing team. This sport 
is one of a kind,” said Laphitzondo.
Accompanied by team captain 
Velazquez, forward’s captain 
Barrington McNutt (Senior), and 
the rest of his teammates, the backs’ 
captain hopes the team continues the 
success they shared this summer in 
7s as they go into the fall and spring 
seasons. “Hopefully we can bring 
the success we had this summer in 
7s to 15s. That’s our plan,” he said.
Despite the fact that the Panthers 
suffered a tough loss at regional 
finals against Charlotte and missed 
out on a spot at Nationals, the team 
is proud of the victories they have 
achieved. “Although we lost the 
finals, we were happy. Our skills 
helped us make it far and hopefully 
we’ll continue to go far this season,” 
said Jose Laphitzondo.
With Ron Suarez coaching the 
Panthers, there’s no doubt that this 
team will be able to continue the 
success they experienced this past 
summer. This group of leaders share 
a bond that will lead them straight 
to victory.
Strong bonds form 
leaders in rugby
GrAphic By JAsmine romero
